Rubin Carter blames racists for imprisonment 


Rub ,r (Huro cane , Qj rter 

once a leading contender for the mid- 
f th^'^ ^ * in 9 crown, was convicted in 1966 (with a friend, John Artis) 
o ret counts of murder, despite the testimony of six persons who placed 
the* N * W 6 6 f,rne a s ^°°** n 9 in 0 PQter 500 / N.J., bar. Lost year 
ew rimes investigated the case and, among other dis¬ 
crepancies, found that the prosecution's two Ley witnesses were now will- 
mg to - -Cnf tneir testimony. Carter was interviewed for The Washington 
ar in he Clinton, N.J., state prison by Charlie McCollum. 


to W iwh wil — Star 

yuestna: Your original conviction 
oas come under a lot of scrutiny and 
your case has been seized upon by a 
»ide array of people seeking to free you. 
Are you cunf idem that the original deci¬ 
sion can he thrown out? 

Carter; There was a decision made to 
get me by the powers, the people who 
are still the powers in this government. 
Hiey convinced two people - Alfred 
Bello and Arthur Dexter Bradley — to 
say that they saw me in that bar. Both 
these men are in prison now, were in 
prison then. But, when they saw — later 
— that they too had been tricked, both of 
them said that they had lied on the wii- 
ness stand. Now the powers have to 
come up with something new to keep me 
here. So, now they've come up with a 
third story, one that makes me look like 
the mastermind. They’ve come up with 
two witnesses — after nine years, mind 
you - who saw me and John Artis out¬ 
side the bar at the time of the shooting. 
So. these people are still trying to keep 
me here and, because thev are still in 
power, they could do it. 

Q: What do you think is behind the ef¬ 
fort to keep you in jail? 

A: I’m not in jail for committing mur¬ 
der, let’s start there. I’m in jail panlv 
because I’m a black man in a country 
where the powers that be will allow a 
black man to be an entertainer or a 
criminal - period. . . I was an 
entertainer, because I was a prize 
fighter. As long as I staved within that 
role, I was acceptable to the powers. But 
when I didn't want to see my people 
brutalized anymore, all of a sudden, I 
was no longer acceptable. 1 must stress 
that I committed no crime. The crime 
was committed against me. Ail the evi¬ 
dence shows the crime was committed 
against me and is still being per¬ 
petrated apinst me. 

Q: You’ve said you won’t accept a par¬ 
don, right? 

A: That’s right. 

Q: That’s like an admission of guilt? 

A: No: only that. I’ve been in this 
prison system because of a jury thar was 
tiusinDrmed and did not have the 
proper information to reach an in¬ 
telligent decision. Because they pro¬ 
nounced me guilty does not make me 
any more guilty than I know l am. I’m 
not going to allow this prison system or 
inybody in it to make me less of a father 
than I was; any less a husband than I 
was; any less a man than I was before I 
came here. I know I am not a criminal, 
and I know that the crime is of the com¬ 
munity against me and 1 know I com¬ 
mitted no crime. . .All I want to do is 
work to be free. And get out of jail. 

Q: But at one point you did seek cle¬ 
mency, didn’t you? 

A: My lawyers kept telling me that 
perhaps we could get you out on cle¬ 
mency to continue your fight in the 
courts. . . But I did relinquish my posi¬ 
tion by applying for a position of cle¬ 
mency. Which hurt me. But yet, the only 
intelligent thing I can do to gain mv 
freedom is do anything I can to get that 
freedom, so that was the projection of 
the fact. . . When I heard an embellish¬ 
ment they were contriving (the new wit¬ 
nesses). I wrote them a letter to 
withdraw all of it, just take it all away, 
because I wanted a new trial. Every dav 
that we remain in jail here — we are in 
jail — is a travesty of justice. Nobody 
wants to clean it up. 

Q. Would your case have received this 
attention if you hadn’t been a celebrity? 

A: The fact that I was a celebrity, the 
fact that 1 was known, worked in reverse 
for me. Because when people said that I 
was a racist, or that I am a racist, when' 
people said ! was a mad Count Dracula 
— that information was spread wide. By 
the same token that I was known for 
prize fighting, that same notoriety was 
spread just as wide. So when I come to 
prison for nine years, nobody would lis¬ 
ten. . . 

Q: You mention racism. Hasn't this 
factor been cited by both sides of your 
controversy? 

A: I grew up at a time and in a locality 
where racisim didn't exist as far as I 
knew about it or as far as anybody else 
in that locality knew about it. I never 
knew what racism was. I g rew up in a 
multi-racial situation. . When they 
taught me about the Constitution ana 
freedoms and justice and oppjxirtu- 
nities, I thought they was talking about 
all of us. everybody that was sitting in 
the room. But the moment 1 became in¬ 
volved in this system. I found I was 
speaking one language and somebody 

State should provide 
Medicaid drugs, task 
force advises in study 

MADISON (AP) - An experimental 
program should be established for the 
state to purchase and provide pharma¬ 
cists with drugs to be dispensed to Me¬ 
dicaid patients, a state task force 
recommended Monday. 

Under the plan, the state would buy 
the drugs from manufacturers and 
pharmacists would dispense the state- 
owned drugs to recipients of Medicaid, a 
state and federal medical assistance 
program for low income persons. 

The plan would be tested first with a 
limited number of pharmacies and 
could be expanded later to cover the en¬ 
tire state. 

The recommendation from the Task 
Force on Medicaid Pharmacy Reim¬ 
bursement was sent to Gov. Patrick J. 
Lucey. 

The task force also included a short- 
range proposal which would start next 
month and allow for reimbursement of 
pharmacies that fill Medicaid pre¬ 
scriptions at below official wholesale 
price levels. 
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else was speaking another language... 

Q: Has this sense of pride helped sus¬ 
tain you during the prison ordeal? 

A: You must understand that prison 
is a place called hell, physically and 
mentally. One must survive and survive 
the best way you possibly know how. 


Bring a man in society is hard. . .But 
bring a man behind these walls is 
doubly bard. 1 just happen to love my 
dignity and my humanity a little more 
than anything else. I’ll do whatever’s 
necessary. . -I will not be governed by 
someone else’s wants. 1 will be governed 
by my own needs. . . 

Q: Did you ever in the past nine years 
think I’m never going to get out of here? 
I’m never going to be free again? 

A: Many times. I never said that. 1 
never act that way. There were many 
times particularly when first coming 
here and everybody had bailed out. 
everybody had given up, everybody, ex¬ 
cept my wife and daughter, and my 
daughter was three years old at the 
time. - .Many times 1 thought it. But 1 


knew if I keep on pushing.. .If you don’t 
know how to belive in yourself you don't 
know bow to believe in anything else. 
It’s fate. You make it happen. Things 
just don’t happen by themselves. 

A: How do you assess your chances? 

A: Still the same as it always has 
been. You see. nothing has changed. 
Nothing. The only thing that has 
changed is the multitude of people who 
are waking up, as I said before. But 
nothing has changed in terms of the 
guilty verdict. T*»e guilty verdict still 
stands. My triple life sentence still 
stands. I’m in prison. That still stands. 
Until I’m out, i can’t even deal with to¬ 
morrow and the future. Because if I take 
my mind off the reality of what exists 
todav I mav not be here tomorrow. 


Friday^ Dec. 26, 1975 

Another man 
with state ties 
on wanted list 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Leonard Pel- 
tier, added to the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation’s 10 most wanted fugitives 
list Monday, became the fifth person 
with Wisconsin ties on the list. 

Peltier was indicted Nov. 25 at Rapid 
City, S.D., in connection with the fatal 
shootings of two FBI agents. He also is 
sought cm a federal warrant charging 
unlawful flight to avoid prosecution in 
an alleged 1972 murder attempt on a 
Milwaukee police officer. 

Poirier, 31, a Grand Forks, N.D., na- 


The Pm t-Cr«cent, WU. 


five and member of the American In¬ 
dian Movement, is the only one of four 
persons sought in connection with the 
South Dakota shootings who remains at 
large. He also was indicted following an 
Oregon incident last November on nine 
counts of violating the National Fire¬ 
arms Act. 

Others with Wisconsin ties on the FBI 
most wanted list are Dwight A. Arm¬ 
strong. 24; Leo F. Burt, 27; David S. 
Fine, 23, and Benjamin Paddock, 49. 

Armstrong, Burt and Fine are sought 
in connection with a fatal 1970 bombing 
at the University of Wisconsin campus 
in Madison. 

Paddock, a Sheboygan native, has 
been on the list since 1969 after escaping 
from federal custody. He had been serv¬ 
ing a 20-year sentence for a bank rob¬ 
bery in Phoenix, Ariz. 


SEMI ANNUAL YARN 
& NEEDLEWORK SALE! 






SALE! Bucilla Wonderknit Yarn! < 

Machine wash and dry 100% acrylic, 4 oz. Reg. 1.39. 


SALE! Bucilla Spectator Yarn! 

Three ply Orion- acrylic sport yarn, 2 oz. Reg. 1.20 

SALE! Bucilla Softex Yarn! 

Four ply Du Pont Orion® acrylic, 4 oz. Reg. 1.90 - 

SALE! Bernat Danish Bulky Yarn! 

Fashion yarn of 70% Dacron® poly730% wool, 

2 oz. Reg. 1.29. 


99 4 

99 4 

1.49 

1.09 


SALE! 20% OFF 

Crewel and Needlepoint 
Sunset Design Stitchery Kits 

1.99-3.59 

Reg. 2.50-4.50. Choose fcom a colorful assortment of Sunset's best selling 
styles in crewel and needlepoint at these fantastic savings. Finished kits 
available in 4x5 ", 5x5" and 5x7 . 


SALE! Creative Fisherman 
Afghan Kits by Spinnerin 

6.99 

Knit or crochet the natural look for your home this winter. Choose from 
Fisherman Knit, 46x78"; Baby Fisherman, 30x40"; Crochet Baby 
Fisherman. Kits include Du Pont Orion® acrylic yarn and easy to follow 
instructions. 

SALE! 20% OFF 

Entire Stock of Attractive 
Rug Patterns 

3.99 o 12.79 

Reg. $5-$16. Come in and choose from a wide selection of rug patterns 
which may be used for wall hangings or decorative floor covering. Save 
on Spinnerin s 100% acrylic rug yam in many colors, reg. 50*, 394. 
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SHOT HtANGTS DOWNTOWN 
MOMMY, THURSDAY AND 
WAY *30 KM. TO 9 
All OTHER WEEKDAYS *30 
TO *30 









